
Script for self-assessment for history 

 

I want to teach you how to assess your own knowledge that you have about a subject area. 

Let’s do this by taking an example that you already know.  Suppose you wanted to assess your 

own knowledge about the Declaration of Independence. If I want to check my knowledge of this, 

I need to assess four types of knowledge.  These are facts, strategies, procedures and 

rationales.  Fact are concepts you have that describe objects or elements.  For example, for 

historical knowledge, I need to know the relevant people, dates, locations, the context of the 

event, etc.  Since historical events are typically described in a problem-solution text structure, 

the strategy knowledge is the problem being faced and the strategy or solution to that problem. 

Procedures are specific events that occurred in the strategy, Finally, I need to know rationales 

which are the reasons why the events happened or any outcomes they produced. Since 

historical events often describe problems and solutions, I need to know what the problems and 

solutions were and why those particular solutions were chosen. A rationale could also be how 

the historical event affects the present or other time periods or how it impacted other parts of the 

world. You can think of facts as telling you “what”, strategies and procedures as telling you 

“how” and rationales as telling you “why”. 

 

With this in mind, this is how I might assess my own knowledge of the Declaration of 

Independence.  For facts, I need to know the key people, dates, locations and content (which 

could be the problem people were facing). In this case, I know that Thomas Jefferson wrote the 

Declaration of Independence in 1776.  I know that King George III was king of England and that 

the colonies were under British rule. In know that John Hancock signed the Declaration of 

Independence bigger than anyone else did.  I don’t remember the other names of the signers. I 

know that, at the time, the colonies didn’t want to remain under British rule. I don’t remember all 

the reasons listed in the Declaration of Independence, but no taxation without representation 

was one of them. 

 

For strategies, I know that the general problem was that the colonists didn’t want to be under 

British rule, so during the Revolutionary War, they signed the Declaration of Independence to 

get France to side with them.  

 

For procedures, I know that the general flow of events was that the colonies were under British 

rule and were unhappy about it.  There were a series of protests like the Boston Tea Party.  

Eventually, war broke out between England and the colonies. The colonists issued the 

Declaration of Independence to get France to align itself with the colonies, since France was a 

rival of England. The French did join the war, and the colonies won. 

 

For rationales, I believe the reason why the Declaration of Independence was written was that 

France needed to believe that the United States was going to be an independent country that 

could be an ally of France rather than having France believe that it was intervening in a civil war 

between two parts of Great Britain. That this also led to the first democracy, thereby showing 

the world that such a form of government is possible.  

 



When I look over what I wrote, I see that I am good with the basics of my facts. I know some of 

the main players, but I don’t know all the signers of the Declaration of Independence. On my 

strategy, I think I see the reason for the Declaration as part of the push for independence, but 

I’m not sure why other strategies weren’t possible. On procedures, I’m not sure about the 

mechanism that got all the signers to approve it, since this would have been considered an act 

of treason.  For rationales, I think I’m OK.  I don’t think I have any incorrect facts, although I 

mentioned not knowing all the people who signed the Declaration of Independence. For 

strategy, I think I have the strategy down, but I’m not sure how the colonists knew the strategy 

would work and that France would help them. It seems like this was a gamble. For procedures, 

I’m pretty sure I got the key events and I don’t think I’m missing anything important. For 

rationales, I think I had all the rationales that were important and that I understood them as well. 

I don’t think I left anything out. 

 

 

 


